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January 2015 

PCMGV Meeting and “Thank-you” —  
Monday, January 26, 6:00 pm  

at the Annex Building  
 

The first Portage County Master Gardener Volunteer Association meeting of 2015 
will be held on Monday, January 26th starting at 6:00 p.m.  This year’s Annual 
Thank You dinner will feature a baked potato bar with assorted toppings.  Bever-
ages will also be provided.  During the dinner we will show the photos from the 
2014 Garden Parade.  
 

After the meal there will be a short busi-
ness meeting.  Then our two scholarship 
recipients, Britanny Federspiel and Noela 
Martell Segura, will each give a short 
presentation.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Tina Lechner at tinalechner@yahoo.com 
or 715-544-0542.  We look forward to  
seeing you on the 26th! 

Articles for the newsletter should be 
submitted by the 10th of the month 
for publication that month.  
 
Submit to: Gail Zalewski : 
gailzale@mwwb.net or  
715-570-3108 
 
Please send any address changes to:  
Bonnie Maier:   
 bonnie.maier@ces.uwex.edu or  
715-346-1316 

PCMGV Meeting Minutes – November 24, 2014 
 

The November 24, 2014 meeting of the Portage County Master Gardener Volun-
teers was called to order by Chairperson, Shelley Binder, at 6:20 P.M. at the Por-
tage County Annex.              
 
Those present were:  Shelley Binder, Dan Goulet, Kathy Goulet, Rose Grych, 
Char Kolinski, John Kolinski, Tina Lechner, Carole Olson, Sharon Omernick, 
Chrismary Pacyna, Margaret Parsons, Sally Prideaux, Walt Rasmussen, Nick 
Schultz, and Gail Zalewski.  Several guests also attended.                     
 
The minutes from October were approved.     
 
The Treasurer’s Report was given.  The proposed 2015 budget was distributed 
via e-mail to PCMGVs.   
                                                                                                     Continued on page 2 
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PCMGV Meeting Minutes                                                                        – Continued from Page 1 

Committee Reports: 
• Garden Dreams:  This will be held on January 10, 2015 at the Jensen Center in Amherst.  Char Kolinski announced 

that Gail Zalewski is taking care of registration for the event this year, and that advertising posters/flyers were available 
to be distributed to various places throughout Portage County.  Volunteers are still needed.  Contact Dan Goulet, Vol-
unteer Coordinator, if you are willing to help out at this event.         

• Membership:  John Kolinski reported that the 2015 PCMGV membership list has been distributed.  All members 
should look at it to insure that their personal contact information is correct.  Contact him with any changes.  Any mem-
ber needing a new badge should also contact John.      

• Programs:  Our January meeting will be held on Monday, January 26, 2015 at 6:00 at the Portage County Annex.  It is 
our annual “appreciation” dinner, and the program will be announced in the January newsletter.  

•  YMCA Gardens:  Dan Goulet reported on the underground irrigation system that was installed this summer at the 
YMCA Gardens.  All watering now is automated and may be controlled with timers. 

 
• Extension Report:  Ken Schroeder reported the 

following:   
° John Kolinski received a service recognition 

award for having achieved a total of 1000 
hours (151.5 in 2013) as a Master Gardener 
Volunteer.  Congratulations! 

° Char Kolinski received a service recognition 
award for having achieved a total of 2,500 
hours (315 in 2013) as a Master Gardener 
Volunteer.  Congratulations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Business:   The Annual Business Meeting could not take place this evening due to the lack of a quorum.  All business 
was postponed and will be addressed at the January meeting. 
 
New Business:   
• Margaret Parsons will be joining the PCMGV Board of Directors for 2015.   
 
Announcements: 
• Cobra Heads will be available in the Extension Office for those who ordered them. 
• New thank you notes incorporating the new Master Gardener logo (designed by Jan Pierson) are available for use by 

Committee Chairpersons.   
 
The business meeting was adjourned at 6:40 P.M. 
 
The annual Holiday party took place with members and the program committee providing treats.  Due to the “winter” 
weather, many PCMGVs were unable to attend, and our scheduled speakers, the 2014 scholarship recipients, were can-
celled.  Poinsettias were given out as door prizes. 
  
Continuing Education:   None 
                                                                                                       Submitted by Chrismary Pacyna, PCMGV Secretary 
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Char Kolinski with her service recognition award 
for 2500 volunteer hours and  

Ken Schroeder, UW-Extension Ag Agent and 
PCMGV Advisor. 
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PCMGV Board Members 

Chairperson 
Shelley Binder 
shellb58@hotmail.com 
715-341-9414 

 
Vice Chairperson 
Rick Jansing 
rickjansing@att.net 
715-344-2118 

 
Secretary 
Chrismary Pacyna 
cpacyna33@charter.net  
715-341-3343  

 
Treasurer 
Kathy Stanke 
rkstanke@charter.net 
715-570-7885 

WIMGA Representative 
Lynn Caine 
dijed@charter.net 
715-344-1564 
 
Director of Volunteers/
Committees 
Chere Schmit 
dcschmit@hotmail.com 
715-258-0153 

At-Large Board Members 

Margaret Parsons 
mparsons@tds.net 
715-457-2470 
 
UW Extension Ag Agent 
Ken Schroeder 
ken.schroeder@ces.uwex.edu 
715-346-1316 

Committee Chairs            * Chair     * * Co-chair 

Bylaws  
Cindy Bredow * 

Community Education 
Open * 
Open ** 
 
Display  
Barb Gifford * 
Open**  
 
Flower Beds  
Open** 
Open* 

Funds/Grants  
Cindy Bredow * 

Garden Dreams  
Charlotte Kolinski * 
Sally Prideaux ** 

Garden Parade  
Carole Jansing * 
Katie Rettler ** 

Habitat House 
Jennifer Young * 
Jen Haas ** 

Membership  
Open * 

Plant Sale 
Chere  Schmit * 
Kathy  Herbert ** 

Programs  
Open * 
Diane Somers ** 

YMCA Gardens  

Open 

Coordinators 

Amherst Fair  
Open  

Chicago Bus Trip 
Bob Rausch 
Sally Prideaux 

Farmers Market 
Todd Teuchert 
Lori Teuchert 

Fundraisers 

Open 

Garden Line  
Open   

Newsletter  
Gail Zalewski 

Publicity 

Open 

Rosholt Fair 
Todd Teuchert 

Website 

Lynn Caine 

Garden Dreams 
 
The Portage County Master Gardener Volunteers hosted Garden Dreams 
on Saturday, January 10, at the Lettie W. Jensen Community Center in 
Amherst.  Rob Zimmer, the Yard MD, and Megan Cain, the Creative Veg-
etable Gardener, were our speakers for the day.  Ambrosia once again 
provided a delicious hot lunch — this year’s menu included pork, pota-
toes, a vegetable medley, apple & cranberry sauces, a fruit medley and a 
wonderful array of desserts. 
 
Rob kicked off the day with his talk on “Attracting Birds and Butterflies 
Using Native Plants.”  Rob took us through a long list of native plants that 
can provide color and attract butterflies and birds all season along.  It was 
encouraging to hear the even dandelions can do their part in attracting 
bees and butterflies into our yards, in addition to many of the plants we 
normally think of when planting for wildlife.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We saw beautiful pictures of plants, birds and butterflies — and learned 
the difference between monarch and viceroy butterflies.  Rob talked about 
many of the old favorites:  big blue stem, phlox, purple coneflower, gold-
enrod, black-eyed susans, joe pyeweed, columbine, wild bergamot and 
liatris.  “There are over forty varieties of liatris that are natives,” he noted. 
 
Rob also presented several varieties that were less known by many, such 
as white quinine (which can grow 4’ to 5’ tall) and whorled milkweed, 
which has a small white flower.  He also talked about a few of the native 
shrubs, including high bush cranberry and dogwoods. 
 
We were reminded that the birds and butterflies need flowering plants that 
will carry them right up to the fall migration.  A few non-natives that can 
help prolong the nectar season include zinnias, marigolds and Mexican 
sunflowers. 
 

                                                                                            Continued on page 4 

 

The crowd awaits the start of Rob Zimmer’s 
morning session, .Attracting Birds and  

Butterflies Using Native Plants. 
Picture from www.facebook.com/yardmd 
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Garden Dreams —  A Saturday with PCMGV                                                    Continued 
 

Megan Cain, the Creative Vegetable Gardener, spoke on “10 Mistakes of Vegetable Gardening.”  Trial and error is often a 
part of the gardening experience.  Megan shared some her mistakes so you can “skip over some of the beginner mis-
takes and move straight to the more advanced ones!”  She spoke on the need for permanent beds and paths that can 
make life easier on the long run  The importance of soil testing was stressed throughout her talk, so that the soil can be 
properly amended.  “You need to put more than just compost on your garden beds,” she said.  Soil testing will let you 
know what else is needed. 
 

Getting the proper amount of sun and water to your garden is also important.  Leafy crops need about 4 hours of sunlight, 
while fruiting crops need around 8.  A solar pathfinder can be used to determine the amount of sunlight that is reaching 
different areas of your garden or proposed garden spot.  Megan also suggests a rain gauge to track rainfall,  and watering 
deeply and infrequently at the base of the plant.  One inch of water per week should be sufficient.   
 

Grass — in use as paths and where grass meets an edge (like a fence) — is also “a pain.”  Megan suggests a 3’ buffer 
around the entire garden.  She also suggests record keeping, and using a map of your garden.  Grow what you like to 
eat, what may be hard to find locally and what you would like to preserve.  Lastly, she said, “Small and successful is bet-
ter than big and stressful.”  Garden size should be manageable. 
 

Yard MD Rob Zimmer returned for the afternoon session, “Creative Garden Art.”  In this presentation, he provided inspira-
tion and ideas for some creative and exciting ways to create your own garden art. There were ideas using recycled items 
— such as the vase and bowl glass mushrooms, tea lights in hanging coffee cups, and numerous displays of painted or 
just empty frames.  Old chandeliers are also appearing in the garden, along with the use of mosaics and body forms.  
There were rocks painted to be used as plant markers.  And, of course, there was one of the old favorites — leaf cast-
ings.  Cobalt blue (Rob’s favorite), lime green, scarlet, tangerine, lilac and metallic are all popular. 
 

Rob Zimmer, Yard MD, is a Garden and outdoors 
writer for the Stevens Point Journal and other Gan-
nett newspapers in east central Wisconsin.  He has 
over 20 years of nature and gardening writing experi-
ence and is a practicing hosta addict.  Find him 
online at www.facebook.com/yardmd. 
 

Megan Cain, the Creative Vegetable Gardener, 
strives to help create a legion of lifelong vegetable 
gardeners who get the most from their gardens. She 
wants all people to enjoy and demand real food, pur-
sue connections with nature, and seek the satisfac-
tion of creating things with their own hands.  More 
information about Megan and her business can be 
found at www.creativevegetablegardener.com. 
 

There was a good turnout for the seminar, despite the subzero temperatures that greeted everyone that morning.  There 
were 128 paid registrations.  This included 40 PCMGV’s who attended to take advantage of the opportunity for Continuing 
Education hours, many of whom also volunteered.  The seminar provided 4.5 hours of continuing education — almost 
half of the requirement for recertification for 2016.  In addition, if you volunteered, you may count your drive time in addi-
tion to your time at the Jensen Center.  All volunteer hours should be coded to Community Education. 
 

The committee already met for its wrap up meeting, and reviewed feedback and suggestions for next year.  Planning for 
Garden Dreams 2016 has begun!  Mark your calendars for January 9, 2016, and come out for another Saturday with 
PCMGV’s.  What a great way to spend a cold January day! 
 

Megan Cain (l-r), Rob Zimmer, and Garden Dreams 
Co-Chairs Char Kolinski and Sally Prideaux. 
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February 2015 Calendars of Events  

1 – Hypertufa Trough Workshop – Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, Madison – Join Master Gardener and trough en-
thusiast Jane Gahlman from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in making an 
antique trough planter for your fairy garden, rock garden, or 
patio. We will mix peat moss, perlite, Portland cement, and 
reinforcing fibers with water to form a lightweight but strong 
hypertufa trough that can be left outdoors over winter. In-
structions will be given for unmolding and planting your 
trough on your own after it has cured. $50 ($40 member). 
 

3 – Glorious Groundcovers – Olbrich Botanical Gardens, 
Madison – Groundcovers are a wide-ranging group of plants 
from evergreen to deciduous, herbaceous to woody, flower-
ing to foliar, and perennial to re-seeding annuals. These 
plants range from tough plants for tough places, to deep 
shade lovers or moisture lovers, while others prefer to be 
baked in the hot sun. Whatever your growing situation, there 
is a groundcover plant that will fit.  Dane County UWEX Hort 
Educator Lisa Johnson will offer groundcover solutions to 
many landscape and garden challenges in this class from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. $15 ($12 member). 
 

5 – Grasses & Sedges – Olbrich Botanical Gardens, 
Madison – Ornamental grasses and sedges are arguably 
the most important component of any great garden, whether 
in a mixed border, prairie, or gravel garden. No other plant 
group has the impact ornamental grasses and sedges have 
in gardens for the beauty they add in almost every month of 
the year - something that can’t be said for any other perenni-
al in the Midwest. Director of Horticulture Jeff Epping has 
incorporated a wide variety of these plants into Olbrich’s gar-
den design, and he will share his experiences on the best 
performing species and cultivars with you in this class from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. He will also discuss how these beauties 
can be incorporated into your gardens to create knockout 
displays. $15 ($12 member). 
 

7 – Ready, Set, Grow – Eau Claire – The annual winter 
garden seminar by the Eau Claire Area MGA will be from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at the Chippewa Valley Technical Col-
lege, Eau Claire, WI.  $30.  For info call (715) 839-4712 or 
see the ECAMGA website. 
 

7 – New & Improved Fruit Varieties for WI – Green Bay -- 
Part of the 2015 Garden Series hosted by Brown Co. UW-
Ext. and NEW MGVs, with Brian R. Smith, PhD, State Ext. 
Commercial Fruit Specialist, UW-River Falls from 10:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. $15. At the Ag & Extension Service Center, 
1150 Bellevue St., Green Bay. For info contact Vijai Pandian 
at (920) 391-4611 or download the registration brochure. 
 

7 – Growing and Preserving Unusual Fruit – Olbrich Bo-
tanical Gardens, Madison – Everyone enjoys the sensual 
pleasure of tasting a new and exotic tropical fruit, but few 
people in the Midwest realize they can taste these delicious 
fruits in their own backyard. Join John Holzwart from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. as he shares tips for growing and preserving unu-
sual fruits. Fruits that he will discuss and provide samples of 
include edible dogwoods, aronia, elderberries, sea buck-
thorn, autumn olives, pawpaws, figs, and many more. $19 
($16 member). 
 

7 – Winter Escape, Summer Dreams – Oshkosh – Offered 
by the Winnebago Co. MGA from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. For  
info contact Audrey at (920) 231-5745 or see the Winnebago 
Co. MGA website. 
 

11 – Plants and Their Functionality Beyond Beauty & 
Food – Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison – Explore 
the function of plants in soil health, water retention, plant 
communities, and their uses in crafts, medicine, and small 
structures. Join Madison Area Permaculture Guild Founder 
Kate Heiber-Cobb from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and learn about 
the fascinating multi-functionality of plants and how you can 
incorporate them into your landscape. $15 ($12 member). 
 

13-15 – WPT's Garden Expo – Madison – Sponsored by 
WI Public Television, Friends of WHA-TV, and the UW-Ext. 
Hort Team, this event draws nearly 16,000 people to view 
400 booths, provided by numerous exhibitors over 100,000 
square-feet. Certified MGVs will assist UW-Ext Specialists 
and Agents in answering questions in the UW-Ext booth. 
Numerous educational seminars, demos, and workshops are 
offered on a variety of hort topics. Hours are Fri 3:00-9:00, 
Sat 9:00-6:00, and Sun 10:00-4:00. In the Exhibition Hall, 
Alliant Energy Center. An admission fee is charged to this 
fundraiser to support WI Public TV programming. For info 
visit WPT's Garden Expo website. 
 

15 – Green up Your Winter Blues – Port Washington – 
Gardening seminar from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. sponsored 
by the Port Washington Garden Club (PWGC) with demos 

and hands-on workshops for 
both indoor and outdoor gar-
dening. Held at the historic 
Ozaukee County Court-
house. For info see the 
PWGC website. 
 

                                                            
Continued on page 7 
 

   Underlined events qualify for continuing educational hours. 
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Master Gardener Level I Training Begins! 
 

 
Do you know someone interested in becoming a Portage County 
Master Gardener Volunteer?  Master Gardener Level I training is 
about to begin! 
 
The Portage County UW-Extension is offering the 2015 Basic 
Master Gardener Course, a 12-week course, beginning Thurs-
day, February 12. 
 
Sessions:     Sessions are scheduled for Thursday evenings. 
Class time:   6 – 9 PM 
Location:      Courthouse Annex Building 
                     1462 Strongs Avenue  
                     Stevens Point 
                     Conference Rooms 1 & 2 on the first floor.     
 
The class enrollment will be limited to 50 people. The course 
fee is $150 for individuals and $165 for two persons at the same 
address who will share the materials.  This fee includes the UW-
Extension Master Gardener Manual: Foundations in Horticulture, 
handouts, and fees for speakers.  Course graduates who provide 
a minimum of 24 hours of volunteer service in the community will 
receive a rebate of $75 at the end of the year.  A two-person, 
same-address enrollment is only eligible for one $75 rebate. 
 
Registration requires the following:  a registration form, applica-
tion form, and consent for background check form.  Forms are 
available through Bonnie Maier at the UW-Extension office at 
bonnie.maier@ces.uwex.edu. 
 
All forms must be completed and returned with class payment as 
soon as possible to Portage County UW-Extension, 1462 
Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point. WI  54481. 
 
Class enrollment will be on a first-come basis. 
 
If you have questions about the course, please call the UW-
Extension Office at 715-346-1316.   
 
More information on the Portage County Master Gardener Asso-
ciation can be found at:  http://portage.uwex.edu/horticulture/ 
 
                                     Info provided by Bonnie Maier,   
                                           Portage County UW-Extension Office 

 
A Note  
From  
the Board  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOUR WEBSITES: 
 

PCMGV:  http://portagecountymastergardeners.org  
 

Portage County UW-Extension:   
          http://portage.uwex.edu 
 

UW-Extension:  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ 
 

UW-Extension Publications:   
            http://learningstore.uwex.edu 
 

WI Master Gardener Blog :   
           http://fyi.uwex.edu/wimastergardener/ 
 

WI State Master Gardener:  http://wimastergardener.org 
 

PCMGV’s wish to thank Shelley Binder 
and Rick Jansing for their roles as 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, 
respectively, during 2013 and 2014! 
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BOERNER BOTANICAL GARDENS:  For info or to register contact 
Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens, 9400 Boerner Drive, Hales Cor-
ners, WI 53130 9400 Boerner Drive, Hales Corners, WI at (414) 525-
5653 or see the BBG events calendar. 
CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDENS:  1000 Lake Cook Rd., Glencoe IL  
60022.  Phone:  (847) 835-5440. 
GARDENS OF THE FOX CITIES:  Register for classes on the Event 
Calendar. For info contact Gardens of the Fox Cities, 1313 E. Witzke 
Blvd. Appleton, WI 54911 at (920) 993-1900. 
GREEN BAY BOTANICAL GARDEN:  For more information contact 
the Green Bay Botanical Garden, 2600 Larsen Road, P.O. Box 12644, 
Green Bay, WI 54307-2644 at (920) 491-3691 ext 103 or see the Clas-
ses, Tours & Workshops webpage on the GBBG website. 
OLBRICH BOTANICAL GARDENS:  For info contact Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, 3330 Atwood Ave., Madison, WI 53704; phone (608) 246-
4550. Pre-registration required, including online registration from the 
OBG website.   
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February 2015 Calendars of Events — Continued 

18 – So What's the Trouble With Worms? – Gottfried 
Prairie & Arboretum, Fond du Lac – WI’s native earth-
worms were destroyed during our last ice age, and the for-
ests of Wisconsin as we know them evolved without earth-
worms. The glacier scoured the land down to bedrock, forc-
ing all life forms to move south and earthworms did not re-
populate. Learn how with the intro of nightcrawlers and other 
earthworms, the disturbed soil is causing a decrease in the 
diversity of plant and animal relationships.  With instructor 
Bernadette Williams, an Invasive Species Conservation Biol-
ogist in Forest Health for the WDNR, starting at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room UC114 University Center, UW-Fond Du Lac. For info 
contact Gottfried Prairie and Arboretum, 400 University Dr, 
Fond du Lac at (920) 313-0190 see the GP&A website. 
 

19 – Designing Attractive Native Gardens for Home & 
Business – Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison – In the 
minds of many city dwellers, the terms “native plants” and 
“prairie restoration” evoke visions of wide open spaces either 
blooming gloriously or looking wild and unkempt. Neither has 
translated well to the traditional home lot - until now. Join 
John J. Gishnock III, ecological designer and owner of For-
mecology, LLC, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. as he takes you 
through a process of developing attractive native plantings 
and gardens. Learn how to utilize wildflowers, grasses, 
sedges, shrubs, and trees to create a more natural, wild 
look, or a clean, organized planting suitable for the most re-
fined of settings - from rural residencies to urban municipal 
buildings. $15 ($12 member). 
 

19 – WNLA Winter Workshop – Oconomowoc – The WI 
Nursery and Landscape Association workshop will offer two 
tracks of speakers—one focused on nursery issues and one 
on lawn and landscape topics.  The presentation schedules 
for both tracks allow attendees to move between the tracks 
so that they can choose to hear speakers on both topics. 
$45 for MGVs, includes meals. For info contact Jill Fen-
nimore or see the WI Green Industry Federation website. 
 

21 – A Day in the Garden – Fond du Lac – One day semi-
nar hosted by the Fond du Lac Co. MGA from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.  Speakers will be: Mark Dwyer - Perennial & Annu-
al Combinations; Mike Maddox - Adaptive Gardening "for 
those who are not getting any younger"; Saving Grace Sal-
vage - Trash to Treasure - creating/repurposing with found 
"stuff"; Bill Nettlehorst - Vegetable Gardening - hoop house 
and lasagna raised beds.  For info or a registration form con-
tact Patty Percy at (920) 929-3172. 
 

25 – A Tropical Twist in Your Garden – Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, Madison – Interest in your summer gardens can 

be augmented and magnified by the use of colorful tropical 
plantings. Our WI summers are ideal for a wide range of 
tropical selections that can thrive and provide gorgeous color 
and texture with foliage, flowers, or perhaps both! Tropical 
plants can add visual beauty, scent, form, function, and in-
terest for wildlife. Mark Dwyer of Rotary Gardens will help 
you explore the wide range of tropical plants for sun and 
shade to add to your garden beds, borders, and containers 
in this class from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $15 ($12 member). 
 

26 – Lower Maintenance Garden Design - The Mixed 
Border – Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison – Every-
one wants a fantastic looking garden, not only during the 
growing season, but also during the rest of the year.  Like 
everyone, gardeners lead busy lives and have limited time to 
plant and nurture their gardens, and they’d like a little time to 
sit and enjoy them! Join Olbrich Director of Hort Jeff Epping 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. as he discusses and illustrates gar-
den designs that require less time, water, and chemicals to 
grow and thrive. He will present mixed border ideas that uti-
lize the entire pallet of plants - trees, shrubs, vines, perenni-
als, annuals, and bulbs - using examples from Olbrich and 
other gardens across the country. $15 ($12 member).  
 

26 – Beesentation - Bees and Beekeeping Revealed – 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison – Bees play an im-
portant role in our food systems. Whether you want to start a 
dance with bees through beekeeping or just learn about the 
dance they do to find nectar, this class gets you buzzing. 
Charlie Koenen, a beekeeper for 15 years and the designer 
of a beehive he calls Beepods, will introduce you to bees 
and beekeeping in this class from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. You will 
discover the difference between bees and wasps, who is 
inside the hive, and how humans have managed bees for 
pollination and honey. $22 ($17 member).  

   Underlined events qualify for continuing educational hours. 



 

Return Service Requested 

February Garden Guide 

Cooperative Extension 
University of Wisconsin—Extension 
Portage County UW-Extension 
1462 Strongs Avenue  
Stevens Point WI 54481-2947 
Phone: 715-346-1316   
Fax: 715-346-1323 
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• Inspect gladiolus corms, dahlia tubers, begonia tubers 

 and other fleshy rooted plants for rot and desiccation. 

• Before ordering vegetable seeds, check last year’s seed 

for viability by placing seeds between moist paper towels 

for several days. 

• To keep your houseplants growing evenly, give the con-

tainers a half turn every two days. 

• Start seed for impatiens, vinca, pansies, geranium and 

begonias in mid month. 

• Continue to inspect stored vegetables. 

• Check for over wintering fire blight cankers on susceptible 

varieties of apples and pears; remove by pruning. 

• Spray dormant oil to control scale and other over winter-

ing pests. Spray on any day above 40 degrees F and 

when forecast temperatures are to remain above freezing 

for 24 hours. This may be done until buds swell. 

• Prune dormant trees and summer flowering shrubs. Don’t 

prune spring flowering shrubs until after they have flow-

ered. 

• When forced bulbs have bloomed and tops have dried, 

store and then plant in garden in fall. 

• Prune roses, fruit trees, and bramble fruits. 

• Order catalogues from seed companies you’ve been 

meaning to try. 

• Check your garden tools and make a list of new tools you 

will need or want. 

• Sharpen garden tools. 

• Give houseplants a monthly shower with tepid water. 

• Check young trees and shrubs for rodent injury on lower 

trunks. Prevent rodent injury with hardware cloth or pro-

tective collars. 

• Try growing some perennials from seed. 

• Start seeds for leeks and onions. 

• Don’t use seeds 

with poor germi-

nation rates; 

seedlings may be 

more prone to 

insect and dis-

ease problems.   

 


