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Looking Ahead 
 
The Educational Programming 
committee met on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 
2017.  We had so many wonderful 
ideas that we are already projecting 
into 2018. 
Some of the ideas for this year will be 
Mike Maddox / Healing Gardens, Jill 
Ziehr- Monarchs/ Master naturalist, 
Rosholt 4-H/ flower arranging and a 
visit to a CSA farm. 
We have a full slate of education for 
every meeting and once we have 
presenters confirmed we will send out a 
calendar. 
As always, please send Lynn any 
suggestions for educational 
opportunities.  She will add them to the 
list. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Garden 
Dreams  

Jan 21, 2017 

Golden Sands 
Home Show 

Feb 17-19. 2017 

PCMGV Plant 
Sale 

 May 20, 2017 

Garden Parade July 14-15, 
2017 

PCMGV 
Farmer’s 
Market 

 Sat mornings, 
Memorial Day- 
Labor Day 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join the Portage County Master Gardener Volunteers 
on Monday evening, November 28 at 6 pm at the Lincoln Center in the 
multi-purpose room. (NOTE the change in location) We will be enjoying a 
baked potato bar with an assortment of toppings.  
We ask that all those with a last name starting with A-O bring an appetizer and 
all those with  
P-Z bring a dessert.  

After we eat there will be a short meeting to vote on the budget, board 

elections and talk about the upcoming MGV 2017 calendar.  One of the 

scholarship recipients will make a presentation.  Door prizes will be part 

of the fun as well. 

You are welcome to invite a spouse/guest to join the fun.  
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Garden Dreams  – A Saturday with the Portage County  
Master Gardener Volunteers 
 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we are once again hosting Garden Dreams  
at the Lettie W. Jensen Community Center in Amherst on Saturday, January 21,  
2017. Registration will run from 7:30 a.m. until 8:25 a.m. The presentations  
will begin at 8:25 a.m. and will end around 3:00 p.m. Cost for this event is  
$30 and will include all three presentations and a hot catered lunch from  
Ambrosia Pub and Grill in Amherst.  
 
Three presentations are planned for this day. The first is with Diana Alfuth  
(returning for a second year) on Landscape Design, Tying it All Together .  Diana 
is a UW-Extension Horticulture Educator in Pierce, Polk and St. Croix Counties. She  
has a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Horticulture from the University of Minnesota  
and has been with UW-Extension for over 17 years. She also teaches Sustainable Landscape Design  at UW-River Falls. The presentation 
will explore how to tie landscape components together through principles of design, focal points, lines and use of plants. Diana will give us 
the tools we need to look at a gardening project as a whole and create an overall, beautiful harmonious space. 
 
The second presentation is with Buzz Vahradian (yes, that’s his name) on Beekeeping with Buzz . Buzz has kept bees for over 23 years 
operating a beekeeping business as a sideline: V’s Bees, LLC . He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point with a major 
in Forest Management and a minor in Soil Science. He and his wife Marcia sell honey and are consulting foresters. Buzz will provide a 
thorough overview for beginners with an interest in starting a hive and for others who are just fascinated by the lives of these super 
organisms.  
 
Our afternoon presentation is on Prairie and Savanna Plants for Pollinator Gardens  with Neil Diboll. A pioneer in the native plant 
industry and recognized internationally as an expert in native plant community ecology, Neil has guided the growth of Prairie Nursery in 
Westfield for 30 years. He has dedicated his life to the propagation of native plants and their promotion as uniquely beautiful, ecologically 
beneficial and sustainable solutions for landscapes and gardens. In 2013 Neil was the recipient of the Great American Gardeners Award 
from the American Horticultural Society. Neil’s love, sense of humor, and enthusiasm for native plants and their habitats is highly 
contagious. Neil will highlight the showiest and best-behaved prairie plants for creating a wide variety of prairie gardens in small areas that 
will attract our native pollinators.  
 
Doors open at 7:30 a.m. registration with the Welcome & Opening Remarks  beginning at 8:25 a.m. Coffee 
and other hot beverages will be available between 7:30 and 8:25, along with light refreshments. Unfortunately, no refreshments are 
allowed in the auditorium. Registration deadline is Wednesday, January 18, 2017. 
Below is the link for the registration flyer and the QR code to get registration information on your smartphones.  
 
The Lettie W. Jensen Community Center is located at:  
487 North Main Street, Amherst, WI 

The registration flyer is available for download here.  
Or go to https://goo.gl/PumsnC 
 
Questions?  Call or text (715) 340-8378; or email mhrice@charter.net 
 
 
There are no refunds on registration although registrations are transferable. We will be taking registration monies at the November 
PCMGV meeting. Please make checks payable to:  PCMGV. 
 
--Diane Dieterich, Co-Chair, Garden Dreams Committee 
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Portage County Master Gardener Volunteers 
Meeting Minutes ----- October 24, 2016 

 
Preceding the meeting, the PCMGVs were given a tour of the Boston School Forest by Karla  Lockman, 
Environmental Education Leader.   The presentation included information on the history of Boston School Forest, its 
current usage, future plans for its sustainability and development, and its recently dedicated facility, the 
“Lumberjack” cabin.  Every student in the Stevens Point School District is scheduled to spend time each year at the 
Boston School Forest as an education experience.  We also were shown many of the different projects that have 
been funded by PCMGV donations (water collection system, solar power plant, raised vegetable beds, prairie 
establishment, reforestation project and pollinator displays).  
 
The October 24, 2016 meeting of the Portage County Master Gardener Volunteers was called to order by Lynn 
Caine at 6:45 P.M. at the Oelke Lodge in the Boston School Forest.  
 

Those present were:   Sue Baldischwiler, Tom Baldischwiler, Cindy Bredow, Donald Caine, Lynn Caine, Ginny 
Carlton, Philip Czlapinski, Michelle Daniels, Diane Dieterich, Dan Goulet, Rose Grych, Jen Haas, Ellen Kiedrowski, 
Charlotte Kolinski, John Kolinski, Rita Kozlowski, Jamie Kreuziger, Kathy Kruthoff, Lynn Ligman, Marily Malcolm, 
Sylvia Masters, Pat Mrozinski, Sandy O’Brien, Sharon Omernick, Chrismary Pacyna, Margaret Parsons, Jan Pierson, 
Sally Prideaux, Walt Rasmussen, Bob Rausch, Rebecca Roberts, Chere Schmit, Don Schmit, Nick Schultz, Dorothy 
Steuerwald, and Lori Teuchert. 
 

The Minutes from September were approved.  
  

The Treasurer’s report was given by Lori Teuchert. She reminded members all 2016 expense reimbursement 
vouchers need to be submitted by December 31, 2016.  
 

Committee Reports: 
● Bus Trips:  Sally Prideaux provided information on some possible destinations and dates.  A sign-up sheet 

for those interested was passed around.  
● Education / Programs:  A meeting will be held on November 9 at 6:30 at Lynn Caine’s home to plan for our 

2017 meetings.  If anyone has speaker suggestions or topic ideas, please contact Lynn.  
● Flower Beds:  Contact Margaret Parsons if interested in helping with fall clean-up.  Funds / Grants:  Cindy 

Bredow shared a thank you note received from our scholarship recipient.  A donation was made to 
Wisconsin Public Radio.  

● Garden Dreams:  Diane Dieterich reported that brochures/posters will be available for distribution at the 
November meeting.  The date of this event is January 21, 2017.  

● Garden Parade:  Jen Haas and Dorothy Steuerwald, co-chairpersons, continue to look for gardens to include 
in the 2017 parade.  Please give any suggestions about possible gardens to them.  A “teaching/learning 
something new” emphasis is being explored rather than the traditional “beautiful, perfect gardens” 
approach.  Anyone interested in working on this should attend the planning meeting on January 11 at 4:00. 

● Golden Sands Home and Garden Show:  A theme of:  Saving the Monarchs” will be carried out at this event 
scheduled for February 17-19 at Sentry World.  

● Membership:  Chrismary Pacyna thanked members for getting their renewal forms, timesheets and dues in 
promptly.  The state report has been submitted on time. Orders for new name badges are being taken now. 

● Newsletter:  Please send any articles or photos to Alicia Razvi by November 10 for inclusion in the 
November Newsletter. 

● Plant Sale:  Chere Schmit reminded members that they are able to order flats of annuals from Heath Farms. 
A list of available plants will be e-mailed as soon as it is available.   

● YMCA Gardens:  Lynn Caine reported that the garden produced almost 900 pounds of produce this summer. 
Brussels sprouts are yet to be harvested.  
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New Business: 
● 2017 Budget:  Lori presented a proposed balanced budget for 2017. Discussion was held on current and 

projected expenses/income.  The budget vote will occur in November. 
● Board of Directors:  2017 Board of Directors will be elected at the November meeting.  Contact one of the 

current Board members if you are interested in serving on this. 
● 2017 Master Gardener Training:  A sign-up sheet for presenting at the training classes was circulated. 

Several dates are still available for Master Gardeners to share information.  Contact Ken for a list of dates, 
times, and possible topics.  

● November meeting:  Our annual business meeting and Christmas party will occur on November 28 at 6:00 
in the multi-purpose room at Lincoln Center.  Sylvia Masters is heading up the planning for this event. 
More Information about this will be included in the November newsletter. 

WIMGA report:  Lynn Caine reported on the annual face-to face meeting held on October 15.  She is completing the 
Annual Accomplishment report for Portage County.  Our WIMGA district meeting is scheduled for November 1. 
The business meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 
 
Continuing Education:  Tour of Boston School Forest and Facilities --- 45 minutes (.75 hour) 
 
Submitted by, 
Chrismary Pacyna, PCMGV Secretary  

  
 

 
 
 
 

Committee Co-Chairpersons 
 
 

Bylaws 
Cindy Bredlow 
Open 

Golden Sands 
Home Show 
Sharon Omernick 
Lynn Ligman 

Garden Dreams 
Sally Prideaux 
Diane Dietrich 

Chicago Bus Trip 
Bob Rausch 
Sally Prideaux 

Membership 
Chrismary 
Pacyna 
Sandy O’Brien 

YMCA Giving 
Gardens 
Lynn Caine 

Display 
Rita Kozlowski 

Newsletter 
Alicia Razvi 
Open 

Garden Parade 
Dorothy 
Steuerwald 
Jen Haas 

Educational 
Programs 
Lynn Caine 
Dianne Somers 

Plant Sale 
Chere Schmit 
Walt Rasmussen 

Funds/Grants 
Cindy Bredlow 
Open 

Farmer’s Market 
Lori Teuchert 

Publicity 
(Facebook) 
Shelley Binder 

Flower Beds 
Margaret Parsons 
Deb Kunst 
 

Rosholt Fair 
Todd Teuchert 

  

 

PCMGV Board Members 
 
 

Co-Chairpersons  
Lynn Caine 
dijed@charter.net 
715-344-1564 

At-Large Board Members 
Sylvia Masters 
sylvia.d.masters@gmail.com 
715-572-0109 

Margaret Parsons 
mparsons@tds.net 
715-457-2470 

Todd Teuchert 
teuchert01@wi-net.com 
715-677-4838 

Out Going Chair 
Chere Schmit 
dcschmit@hotmail.com 
715-258-0153 

 

Secretary 
Chrismary Pacyna 
cpacyna33@charter.net 
715-341-3343 

UW Extension Ag Agent 
Ken Schroeder 
ken.schroeder@ces.uwex.edu 
715-346-1316 

Treasurer 
Lori Teuchert 
teuchert01@wi-net.com 
715-677-4838 

WIMGA Representative 
Lynn Caine 
dijed@charter.net 
715-344-1564 
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Master Gardener Name Badges 
 
IF you are in need of a Master Gardener NAME BADGE, 
please let Chrismary Pacyna know.  An order will be 
placed in early December.  The name badges cost $9 for 
those replacing one.  Interns who are certifying for the 
first time, will automatically receive a MG name badge. 
Call Chrismary at 715-341-3343 or e-mail her at 
cpacyna33@charter.net.  
 

 

A short note from about the 
newsletter… 
 
Dear PCMGV’s, 
 
Have you noticed?  This month’s newsletter looks a little 
different from the past months.  And likely they will look a bit 
different going forward.  This is due to the inevitable crash of my 
trusty old computer and with it, the program I have gotten used 
to.  Please bear with me over the next couple months, as I get 
the changes under my fingers. 
 
This can be an excellent time to tell me about other changes 
you’d like to see!  Do you like the articles written and pictures 
taken by volunteers? Do you prefer just the housekeeping 
updates? If you have opinions about future newsletters, please 
send me an email:  aliciarazvi@gmail.com  I am all ears!   And 
thank you for taking this first new format with a grain of salt.  I 
am learning and hopeful that this new method will be just as 
good as the last.  
As always… 
Please submit to me your information by  

January 10, 2017  
For the January newsletter. 

 
Kindly, 
Alicia Razvi 
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Master Gardener Helps Develop a Butterfly Garden 
Submitted by:  Jill Ziehr 

One of the most rewarding jobs I have as a Portage County Master Gardener volunteer is sharing my gardening knowledge with 
young children.  I had that opportunity in helping second grade students develop a monarch butterfly garden at a local elementary 
school in Stevens Point.  I’m also a Wisconsin Master Naturalist which made this project even more meaningful. Since the children 
did not know a lot about monarchs, I created a PowerPoint with pictures.  Key points I talked about were: 
-The life cycle of the monarch 
-The dependence of the monarch on milkweed- to lay its eggs on and for the caterpillars’ food 
-The fall migration to Mexico and return trip to the US 
-The declining monarch population 
-Loss of habitat in Mexico and in the US with milkweed habitat 
-Species of native milkweeds in Portage County 
-What they can do to help-plant milkweed (host plants) and nectar plants for the butterflies 
 
The children seemed very interested and asked insightful questions.  
 
In November, on a follow-up visit to school, I read the book Plant a Pocket of Prairie by Phyllis Root.  This is a wonderful book 
which emphasizes the relationship between native plants and animals.  It talks about native plants and insects and animals that 
rely on specific native plants for their survival.  To make the book more interactive, I copied off some color photos on cardstock of 
animals and plants mentioned in the book.  I cut out, laminated and added Velcro to the back of the pictures.  Before reading the 
story, I handed out insect, bird and animal pictures so when the animal in the book appeared, the child could bring it up and place 
it next to the corresponding plant that I put up on our Velcro board.  Following this activity, we went outside to plant milkweed in a 
plot set aside for the garden.  The children all enjoyed the planting activity on such a beautiful sunny day.  We planted black-eyed 
susans and blazing star as well, both native to Portage County.  At the end of our lesson, every child was given a baggie with 
milkweed seeds to take home to plant with a note explaining why milkweed is so important to monarchs. 
 
Hopefully, these second graders will share their experiences with their families that saving or reintroducing native plants is 
extremely important to native pollinators like the monarch butterfly.  
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